A Full and True Account of a moſt .. il 
azous Murther and Robhery - 7 
' © Committed on the Body of Mrs. Fohannah Williams, 
6 "” oF © | ry a I 
Sy one William de Fray, a French-man, at a Gravel-Pit near Bapnet, 
+10 HerFfordſbire. Likewiſe of his being apprehended and taken, and committed to Hart-. - 
| ford- 1+. He Robbed her of a Gold-Watch, together - with Three Guinneas, and one Five 
« Shilling piec in Money, firſt haying cut her Throat from Ear to Ear, then ſcarrified her Face,-by- - 
- reaſon e ſhould not be known. © And of i his Eſcape towards Dunſtable, | Oe 
*F 5 d FEE '# Fart 94. % pho ct | 
OR 4: God bath ſaid, the Murther jhall not go panes, but that be ſhall be brought forth either in this 
;  Worla, (or"that which is ts come; 10 it pleaſed God to order it, that a Gentleman was walking 
forth with his Blood-Hounds, that ſented the Carkaſs of this poor Maurthered Gentlewomad, 
whereupon: theffwent forthwith to it,the Gentleman following them, beard them Howl and run too and 
fro about the Pity, inſomuch that he looked down, thereupon he efpied a dead Body, which behold- 
hg he ſtood a ſmall time aſtoniſhed, but pheſently coming to himſelf, he run forthwith and made a 
ve and Cry, withal ſatisfying the People in the Town of Barnet, .that there was a great Murther Com- 
nitted in the GrayeFPits aforeſaid, and he believed it was but juſt done, the People hearing himtell © 
this moſt ſad andWUeplorable Story, run ſome one way and ſome another, and ſome to .the Pit, wheres 
pon viewing the Eorps, and Cloths of the deceaſed. Murthered Gentlewoman, found her to bt one-of 
the Neighbouring Gentry, who was as I am inforn*d was Walking a little diſtance from her Houſe, 
ſomewhat Early in the Morning, for a licdle of the freſh Air, and being pritty wex Attired its ſup 
poſed the Villian had fame miſtruſt of her having Money, and thereupon tell upon with his Blood-tharſty 
Hands, not being ſatisfied tillhe had_ Committed this moR Vile agd Degeſtable Tragedy, 
"And although many Tragical AQions of this nature, have been oftes# Committed of late, by ſeveral 
Barbarous and Bloody nific £d Villians, yet this does appear to be as Black as any, we have yet heard 
off, for could any- one thinky*that a Fellow could have the Impudence to be fo Notorious Wicked, as to 
offer any Violence ſo near the: Houſe as that was, nay, not only ſo but at broad Day light, when all- 
People were Walking on the Road, one woald have thought the late Murther of the Worthy Eſq; 
Bowles*s Lady were enough for an Example of all Perſons whatf@gver, and to molifie the Sturdieſt and 
Strongeſt Heart in the World. :: | YM | | 
Now the Hue and Cry- being out run, this Barbarous and Bloody -minded Villain, it forthwith ſtruck 
ſuch a Terrour to his Spirits, as Ggd had ordered it, that he had not the Power to go any further, but 
forthwith went into an Inn at D«nftable, where he fat down and call'd for a Mugg .of Beer, and ſome” |, 
Bread and Cheeſe, which was preſently brought him, the Tapſter looking earneltly upon. him, ſee hinx 
Jook ſomewhat dejeted, and withal a few drops of Blood upon his Ruffels, thereupon he went to his 
Mafter and told him there was a Hue and Cry paſt the Rbad about the Murther of one Mrs. Joanna 
Wikliams, who was found dead this Morning in a Gravel-Pit near Zarnet, and he believed if this Fellow 
were fully Examin'd, they would find it'ro be him thereupon his Maſter order'd a Conſtable forthwith 
'to be calld ; in the meantime the Maſter of the Inn approached the Company of this molt Barbarian- 
like Villian, ſaying, Sir your Servant and the like, and by way of diſcourſe asked him from whence he 
came, in a very reſpe&ful manner, in ſo much he could not have the leaſt cauſe of ſuſptcion, and to he 
told him from London, likewiſe he asked him whether he was going, he faid to Cheſter, in order to take 
Shipping for Dublin, fo the French-man asked him if he ſhonld reach to Stonyſtratford, and hew many 
Miles it was to it, the Maſter-of the Inn told him no, it would be to far, and he had betcer ſtay all Night. 
But in the midſt of their Diſcourſe, in come the Conſtable, who made no more to do, but examined 
him, at which the poor Monfieur who was ſo bloodily bent, was mightily aſtoniſhed z but the Conſtable 
forthwith had him. before a Juſtice, who examined-him from whence he came ? ans whither he was going ? 
Likewiſe, how he came by that Blood on his Ruffels? Bur, he could not give any-good account of hicſelf, 
therefore the Juſtice ordered a Aitimus to be made, and committed him to-Herrford-Goal z and in his go- 
ing, confeſſed the Buſineſs to the Conſtable, who, hath got a more particular Account, which will aps 
pear againſt him at his Tryal; Itis too Iong and tedious to repeat the particulars, therefore [hall omir, 
by reaſon the Tryal will make it more plain to thoſe, who are deſirous to hear it. 
Nothwithſtanding the many repeated Examples that have been of late, 'it will no ways b2 a warning 
to leave off their vile and hideous PraQtices, and they not having” the Fear of God before their Eyes, and 
giving their Minds full and wholly over to Covetouſneſs, and it works ſo much in the Minds of. thoſe 
who are ſo hardened in Sin, that they value not the Laws of God and Man, but are grown [0 lazy, thaz 
they care not what wickedneſs they commir, to accotupliſh the Deſires of their: wicked App-tires, which 
- this bloody-minded Villain, as 1 think to a very high degree ſhown in this molt Bloody Tragedy. | 
But here this Barbarous Villain, after bis Commitment was made, he was. forthwith delivered into the 
Caſtody of the Goaler, to whom he declared,” he was brought up' a Gentleman, but the Loſes bis Friends 
had ſuſtained in Frarce, by being forced to jeave their Native Soil, to fly to Charitable England for a Re- 
fuge, baving loſt all their Subſtance, he had nothing to ſubliſt withal,' and b2ing in no manner of bulineſs, 
could not tell how to live. Therefore he being weak, not daring to' rruſt God's Providence. | 
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